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toward Rosina, humiliating her in public and causing
much unnecessary scandal. Nevertheless Rosina,
who had never herself shown a sign of coquetry since
her marriage, bore her unhappiness with great patience,
and only grasped at the proposal that they go abroad
for several months as a likely solution of her digresses.
And so indeed it might have been, had not Bulwer,
in one of those moments of perverse cruelty to which
he was occasionally and inexplicably liable, chosen at
the very outset of the tour to wreck its prospefts by
an aft of well-nigh incredible provocation. Without
saying anything to Rosina, he arranged for his precious
Mrs. Stanhope (accompanied by her complacent
husband) to meet them both on board the Channel
Packet; proposed a party of four to Paris; and in
that city forced his wife to go everywhere b quatre^
and subjefted her to such mortifications as in his
insolent frivolity he might devise.

This queer and difta&eful incident merits record
for two reasons. In the firft place, it went a long way
to de&roy Rosina's hitherto Staunch affeftion for her
husband and consequently to incline her to an in-
discretion of her own in Naples, which brought a
furious quarrel on her head and contributed a brief
but bitter chapter to the tale of tragedy. In the
second place, it illustrates the kind of inconsistency
in Bulwer's charafter which makes him the despair of
would-be analysts. Generally speaking, he paid what
many muft regard as an extravagant homage to appear-
ances ; in some respefts he took more pains to con-
ciliate the world than any man of such individual
eminence would normally consider necessary; never-
theless he could flaunt this pointless and (in all prob-
ability) quite academic amourette with a rather raffish
lady, in the very teeth of the society with whom he
wished to Stand well and in such a way as to cause
real misery to his wife.